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Welcome to the fifth edition of the SAFE HOMES DIRECTORY.  In communities across New York State, concerned parents are forming a network to provide a safe, drug-free environment for children.  This network is called SAFE HOMES.  SAFE HOMES is a parent-/community-based campaign based on the idea that the most effective way to prevent a child from using alcohol and other drugs is through parent/community education, awareness and action.  Participating in the SAFE HOMES network is as easy as signing a pledge to supervise social gatherings for young people at your home or on your property and to prohibit the use of alcohol or other drugs during such gatherings.  Participation is voluntary.  SAFE HOMES members are not asked to guarantee or enforce compliance of any other member.  There are no fees or dues and no requirements to attend meetings.

SAFE HOMES is an effort to be informed about your child’s whereabouts and to join with other parents to assure the safety of young people in the community.

THE SAFE HOMES PLEDGE

As Parents/Guardians:  We will not allow parties or gatherings in our home when we are not there.

We will not allow youth under the legal drinking age to consume alcohol in our home at these gatherings or parties.

We will not allow the use or presence of any illegal drugs at these gatherings or parties.

We agree to have our name in the SAFE HOMES Directory and to use the Directory when our son/daughter attends a gathering.

HOW DOES SAFE HOMES WORK?

Parents sign the pledge of commitment.  Parents receive an updated Directory of other SAFE HOME participants.  When your child is invited to a social gathering at another child’s home, you simply consult the Directory to see if the parent is a member of the SAFE HOMES network.  Once you find that the other parent is in the Directory, you simply give them a call to confirm the specifics of the gathering.

Remember, even if the parent isn’t yet a member of the SAFE HOMES network, it’s still okay to give the parent a call and check out the nature and supervision of the gathering.

WHAT SHOULD I BE ASKING WHEN I CALL?

The SAFE HOMES network suggests that you ask these questions when you call another parent:

Where is the gathering?

What time does the gathering start and what time does it end?

Will the gathering be supervised by adults and who are they?

Will drugs and/or alcohol be served at the gathering?

What are the arrangements for transportation to and from the gathering?

Of course you can ask other questions, but these are suggested to help you make an initial decision about whether the gathering your child will be attending will be safe and well supervised.

MAKING THE DECISION

Whatever decision you make about agreeing or not agreeing to let your child attend a gathering is up to you.  SAFE HOMES only provides a supportive environment for asking the questions you need to ask.  It does not make the choice for you.  In the SAFE HOMES network, there is no substitute for talking with your child and with other parents about your values regarding appropriate social gatherings for young people.  The goal is to allow and encourage young people to have fun, to learn valuable social and friendship skills, and most importantly, to arrive home safely.

SECURE HOMES PLEDGE
Also offered is an optional “Secure Homes Pledge” which deals with the issue of firearm safety in the home.  An asterisk (*) in the Directory indicates that parents signed the following pledge:  We will either not allow firearms in our home or will ensure that any firearms in our home are locked away securely in a separate location from the ammunition.

Note:
This Safe Homes Directory is provided for the Lansing community.  Any solicitation of business, information, contributions, or other response from individuals listed in the directory by mail, telephone, email, or other means is forbidden.
